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=% Open pit mining

Generally low grade, shallow orebodies e——
Mining rate >20,000 tonnes per day »
Tailings
Concentrator or pond
Waste dump Processing plant Marketable

1)\ product

Possible
expansion







1—In an open pit operation a
rotary drill is used to drill
holes that are ~30cm in
diameter and ~15m deep.
The holes are commonly
filled with ANFO (short
for ammonium nitrate fuel
oil) explosives.

2 — The blast pattern — drill hole location and spacing and location - depends on the
type of rock mined and overall mine plan. The depth of the hole will determine
the height of the bench in the pit, generally 12-13m.
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An example of a modern suction dredge used in
small-scale placer mining operations
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